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Abstract: Density-based clustering is a classical algorithm in cluster analysis, which can find non-spherical clusters without
specifying the number of clusters in advance. In the real-world scene, there are still some issues, including unclear boundaries
between clusters, varying densities of data, and complex cluster shapes. Most existing density-based clustering algorithms do
not tackle these problems in a unified way. We counter this difficulty by taking inspiration from the natural erosion phenomenon
to present erosion clustering (EC). Firstly, the proposed dynamic density evaluation method is integrated into the erosion strategy,
which identifies and removes the data on the cluster boundary layer by layer, revealing the cores of the latent clusters. After that,
a mutual-reachability-graph-based clustering is used to group the core data. Finally, the allocation strategy based on the local
density peak is designed to associate the eroded data to different clusters. The experimental results on 12 benchmark datasets
demonstrate that the clustering performance of the proposed EC algrithm is improved by an average of 96%, 53%, and 36% in
the adjusted Rand index, adjusted mutual information, and F, score, respectively, comparing with the other seven algrithms.
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ANEE B RIEHOR s LOD ¥ R 7 A~ 2858 18 o — 2K
HDBSCAN B HB 43 B 1R ) s A Wil s it 5 HA ik
W =AH AR W B AT 25% .

K] 3 155 DUAT R T Handl B BB L5 R . %
BOE AL = R WA AN R A 2R B AT R A
X EENE . DPC-CE M LGD #K; L5 25 Aty
M A2 R T —25 ; DBSCAN FTHDBSCAN #B43 4%
R VA S s DEMOS B I 7 805 v i — 358 43 B Hie
BEONBCLE T A IZEFE 5 T BP 72 AR 1 3k B Rl o 1y [ 0
TE A S PR R S 7= A T SRl iy R 2 2

A A T 2 KA B A SR 2R A T LU Y ARk
FE R KA A A T 1 SR R AR T s X Ae
28 T3 IR 0 8h 25 2 BEAG T F 7 v FAR Dl SR s, B
i 7 200 A T A T R B X R SR R I 2k

T8 Bl 45 1) R 2 L5 AN K 328 HAT PR . i B
A O NASAS TN () R G . AR ok 3R 28 B 0 e A b
BT A e s o R B A T 2 A R A3 R 1R
BIFRIEOL . AR GE TR T RIS BA, BIR
T T HOA] IR R A0 B SRR L X SR A
ABEERRKIEBERMOEREMLS LEARS
DBSCAN HH U 5 (11 BE .

F 35 ANTTAH T Shapes FIYERISEE R | 805
PSR T IV 171y 2 g 1 S - N I D 2
TR R . (A (R R RS I B 4 IR M F
JE . AR IR (R TR e A L R e HA
BEANY RO BRI 4= SRR 0B

F3IR T HE 6 N THRAE I 8 Fh a7k 1) 25 T 2R
VT HR bR . e TTORLIARHE AT B 3R 7R 45 1 B 4 1 ) 1
febr N A . A0 RoR BT A MR E
IZITORLR B R 2 2% B = A (W 2R A H 5 LS 1 24K
HAAR . a0 3 s , 2 il R0k H At 7 Fp AL 43
HITE ARLNMIAF, EF3442 T 105% .65% F139%.
4.3 EXHIEELWIHER

AN R SRR AE LR LR IR
Mras B MR . RABR T 6 B4 LT f
VL ARLAMI AN F . 32 O AR BB 3R £ A Bodi 4
) N 8 T i85y . ARLFN AMI FE > O 3  J2 Hy
TR AR R & LR EEE, £
AR EREE E 1B, e=1) {5 ARTFI AMI F {8 f:
4k 0 B 15 L , 1 DBSCAN . HDBSCAN #1 BP 258 5= 77
WDBC Ftdls 4 1R B0 . X2 PN TEX R L T, AH 2
TRV R G T B R B N W R O . A R AR A
IE PR S5 3 7E VA HE bR T T3 rp, B &
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®3 HEEANIHEELHRA
i ARI AMI Pl e | M ARL | AMI F| ¢ | zH
Square Jain
EC 1 1 1 2 162 1 1 1 2 162
DBSCAN 1 1 1 2 0.1/5 1 1 1 I 3.1/28
HDBSCAN 0528 | 0602 | 0856 2 s/ 0.209 0.37 0.671 2 5/
DP 0.633 0.781 0.889 3 301 0334 | 0615 0.824 5 6125
DPC-CE 1 1 1 2 1025 | 0303 0606 | 0783 5 215
DEMOS 1 1 1 2 30125 1 1 1 2 o
LGD 1 1 1 2 1306/1 | 0028 0222 | 0,608 2 5/10.6/1.5
BP 0494 | 0672 | 0836 5 503 0.478 0675 | 0856 5 13/3
SK Handl
EC 0977 | 0951 0.985 4 16/3 0988 | 0974 | 0994 3 122
DBSCAN 0.135 0482 | 0476 77 0.1/5 0.72 0664 | 0.655 9 0.1/5
HDBSCAN 0127 | 0304 | 0481 I 21120 0.5 0357 | 0581 I o/15
DP 0553 0.754 0.76 8 45 0844 | 0828 | 0916 4 515
DPC-CE 0346 0.6 0.627 15 6/2.5 0762 | 0817 | 0734 2 8/2.5
DEMOS 0.976 095 0.983 4 1725 | 0754 | 0782 | 0849 3 o115
LGD 0894 | 0897 0.783 3 2506/ | 0762 | 0818 | 0734 2 28/0.58/1
BP 0.201 06 0516 24 303 0659 | 0784 | 0878 5 3073
T8 Shapes
EC 099 | 0997 | 0999 8 2412 0906 | 0907 | 0957 5 2213
DBSCAN 0934 | 0925 0.916 23 0.1/10 | 0474 | 0719 | 0666 3 0.6/5
HDBSCAN 0.26 0.4 0343 1 5020 | 0644 | 0651 0.626 2 520
P 0.645 0.818 0.731 25 1.5 0122 | 0543 0.494 75 10/1
DPC-CE 0.421 0734 | 0633 a1 2.5 0.177 0.523 0.604 30 o1
DEMOS 0908 | 0946 0.79 6 3525 | 0475 0726 | 0671 3 2512.5
LGD 0.88 0.895 0.662 5 1000.6/15 | 0463 0609 | 0728 5 510.6/1.5
BP 0.39 0.751 0.708 31 4613 0219 | 0.603 0.64 20 25/3

P — RS 5

DBSCAN HI HDBSCAN [ R 245 S [R] R - AN BEAR
T o % ) BRI I R R R S )
e B SR b, U S e s b, B R &
MG W AETE . SO, M E R4 e % S AR LR K I
DX s, 35k 1 ol 330 T B £ Hh B L1 W 7 g [ A LA
WDBC £ 45 4 4y 5] , 19 o B0 10k #0445 32 3040 4l ok —
25, 14 1EH R TR S W

DPHAEARISFINH AL T DBSCAN FTHDBSCAN.
X BT T RIPIFP S, DP BRI SHOE PR
TR, PR HZR S ks . Ah, DPRISTIR
FRIETF R B AR L REAE A TR TR SR S

DPC-CE 1 DEMOS J& gt #E (1) DP R 2R Bk B 1112
7 WDBC Al HTRU2 %5 % A XF F DP 53k W A 2k
G O 32 L R AT BE R AR SOR SR N R B i 2
23 AN W | B 205 S o B R B i € e Y R
JEE . SRR BE R SOR R T 5 M R L T
ISHER . I ARSCR T —Fh B Shif e 25 B 1 1Y) 3R

W . BRI, 2SR W ] BB JC 1 38 43 e ILAX Se VL ) M R

AR SO B2, LGD A1 BP 52 3t 2 Wi 1 7] 11
FUrEIRRISA . R 4 AL T LI M L
TR AR ECIA A B T

Wi 4 Fim RIS LA 7 R HIFE AR
NMI A F, BT} 87% 41% F133%. Hoh 350 5l
RIS AP . B, X B IR AL K
IR T ARSI A 0 B VTG O i A% O B SR A
SRR Sy ey A R
4.4 BEHW

AR AT IAAN ] 2 500U X2 ol SR 2P i 14 2 )
RMERISAILAEAE WA S E R AR H kAR D2
B L. AR ORI AN S 500 BOE S R 43 0 3 8
k e[5,501F1 L €[2,12). 1814 IR T ££ DU AN [ 5cdl 48 1
(AL HE AL T 5008 45 A 4] S Bs 48 ), R AS [
AR B0 A FIUAS [ 42 1 2 0T /9 ARTZZ 4L . K 4 J 7R 10
SER IR AR SCRETE W RSO R 1 B Y R AR
b, I ELPERE AR fb 2 0 — 2 i R .
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R4 HEREETHEE RN
A ARI AMI Fol e ] BM ARL [ AMI F) c BH
Zoo Iris
EC 0.954 0.908 0.85 6 10/2 0.904 0.879 0.967 3 7/9
DBSCAN 0.918 0.864 0.798 5 1.35/5 0.568 0.759 0.778 2 0.35/21
HDBSCAN 0.365 0.538 0.495 2 5/15 0.001 0.017 0.497 1 25/20
DP 0.745 0.775 0.542 3 8/2.5 0.72 0.781 0.883 3 3/1
DPC-CE 0.716 0.769 0.513 3 9/2.5 0.568 0.759 0.777 2 10/2.5
DEMOS 0.16 0.311 0.492 12 5/0.5 0.568 0.759 0.777 2 9/1
LGD 0.813 0.782 0.633 4 5/0.58/1 0 0 0.167 1 28/0.6/1
BP 0.9 0.866 0.732 4 9/3 0.566 0.741 0.776 2 30/3
Dermatology WDBC
EC 0.852 0.918 0.884 5 8/6 0.792 0.702 0.94 2 5/10
DBSCAN 0.432 0.651 0.578 3 1.35/25 0.309 0.331 0.778 1 0.35/21
HDBSCAN 0.173 0.319 0.405 1 9/20 0.206 0.161 0.721 1 5/20
DP 0.839 0.841 0.884 10 512 0.08 0.267 0.381 170 10/0.5
DPC-CE 0.837 0.798 0.803 11 5/2 0.111 0.29 0.459 41 9/1
DEMOS 0.468 0.726 0.674 5/1.5 0 0 0.385 1 17/1
LGD 0.769 0.867 0.748 21/0.54/1 0.713 0.602 0.918 2 21/0.6/2
BP 0.026 0.021 0.647 30/3 0.437 0.736 0.621 23 9/3
Penbased HTRU2
EC 0.776 0.847 0.851 28 15/10 0.809 0.668 0.916 2 36/12
DBSCAN 0.522 0.733 0.767 11 0.35/35 0.513 0.298 0.764 2 0.1/41
HDBSCAN 0.112 0.386 0.38 4 10/5 0.485 0.309 0.774 1 23/10
bp 0.509 0.73 0.64 174 7/2.5 0.02 0.174 0.496 41 4/2.5
DPC-CE 0.588 0.739 0.705 71 3/2.5 0.02 0.171 0.575 63 10/2.5
DEMOS 0.728 0.832 0.824 13 23/1 0.447 0.385 0.859 3 41/0.5
LGD 0.75 0.835 0.823 16 46/0.6/1 0 0 0.476 1 50/0.6/2.5
BP 0.73 0.818 0.817 19 46/3 0.397 0.365 0.687 5 50/3

Kl 4(a) FIE 4(b) 530 7R T 75 N T8 5 Square
FSF g PEREAE L . IR+ I a] UL B, 2 1k 2R
KA EATHY B0y SR b el | DX 5135 3 1 ARI
AT . B e B AR H kXA VERE RS . 7E PR
B AR L B kARSI, SRR M R R R S I K
P IRB A TROE . HUOWEAR 8 L3 R ke
HYSE M . 7E Square ZUHE4E |, B G (=2 1UZ 8L 0938
VLR RE AR T R A #A . N 7E SF AR 4 I, B
LI, Ak e re e LIS TR X FPAS R A AR
Al 3R] B IR T3 G > £ 05 42 B AN [R] 18 43 A AT
E Square BAEAE Y, T PIANZEHEZ 101 (4 ] R AL K,
IWAE AT RN T AT 2 R DA (D LA
BF) B BB AE AR AN 1Y SR SHOR s SR, BB (= 1k J2 4K
HYXE T, T R 23 DR U5 R A O Bl S B0 B R 43 )
AL, DT S M SRS PR . N SF AU S A AR 2R
TG P, B 1= ik A ORI 3G I, 2 4% 8] e A2
PR EIE T, I H 5 1 SRR . SR, =2
Bk m i 2 H A B ) 4 1 T A

4(c) FE 4(d) 53 3 IR T 7E FLIEE 4R Derma-
tology Fl Penbased I FUPEREZS AL . NS F B 45 5L 0T
DL Y, 3 WA B0He 4 19 ARTE B0 A6 R 27 0 A7 X ik

SN, H = F MR AR L S I AL . 485 H J7
1, BB k(BB AR R B A B i £ |, DR 2R
RRMEBI LTS AR, Y BUE R, 4R
AT RE 2 TR 2 A 2 8 i BCHE , AT S5 B30 152 1) 4R Tk
OYBCERAE BRI S S 2E R . fER 250 I L BEE L
BIXE N, A ERE R BUE LIS R R R
B S, TERR AR RZ BT B 1 M RE T A a8 1) 0
A . X T fE A2 PR Ry 3 A B 4 14 55cds o3 A T U
0224 TR B R T RE G i T SF A4 . Rk
TEOLT R T RGBS A A% O I S B 11 A
K153, T BEEAT 2 (R ek AR B

LA BRI KT SR S s, AR R H ik
PEVE I TT A [ 10,30 ). T f= 0t 23 85 110 15 i ) 22 AR i 45
B0 53 A B 2 AR B T < B o0 A b A2 2 TS AR
1R D) L B R A

TR EC S R B ARl b ]y AR A i
PR ARSI AE IR U B AR X ST TR
S,y B BUE TS B o [4%, 20% ] (BRINH
10%). K5 /R THEAR y BUE T, TUZH %54 45 I ARI
BIAE S oL . ELRIT S, EPRA N T8 4E b B
RO RILH T = B (R e 1 5 1 7 A 4 S A
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(¢) Dermatology I/ ARG F5

E4 ANFELAETECHMREAEL

f L W y (E A3 I, B M RE ) G A R T, RS
A T RE . X P AR T B S A SR AR A TN T
P 45 LA 0 R AR & A, S BRI HL Y
R0 SR ME AE s B AR A5

L5 LTI AR BIATE v BRI R B R
() SRR, UL EC 33206 PR AR ok EL 431y 1) BU(E 3
ANEURE . AESEBRR F R, B ARk 8] 4 e B R T 1
FEHR[7%, 20% ], IR ] EHHEE R 10% (A SCEBRIAE).

i = = e e e e e e o o - ——

0.8 i 1
—@— Square
0.6“‘ —=—SF

Dermatology
—#— Penbased

ARI

0.4

0.2

0 | | | | |
4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
Y%

El5 ARy N ECHTEREZEL

08

0.6
= 04
<

02

(d) Penbased 1Y ARI$EHR

4.5 HEHEXTEE

H T RN FIL B TTRCE AN T 194
BEde , HAE B 7E 1000 2 10 000 Z [A]7254k . 14 6 Ew
T X SRR A BB AT ] AR A
AR AT T 100G81T, B B/R T3 10 IES A
Pt FbniEE . SR AT UL B, A SCAE s 7 ]
55 DBSCAN AR Y , B AR HoAth 7 Foxsf FR A3 . #EAD
PRALE 10 000 ME5HE B AR T , A SR PAN TR 20 2 s, T
SRS LR BP A LGD 333223 B 5449 9 s Fl 13 s,
RGN 3.7 35 B o3 A ISR, , AR SCHR R F KD A R4 T 40
R K = T REIE B TROR
4.6 HBRILIE

TEAR /N AT T — 250 A9 T8 S 56 R 56 UE A
T DA S TR A S50  hAS B AN T ik R BhOR
W T AT A [ A% OB R T SR T R
FEWE T PR I 2. e, RS BRBAS B EAG T
TR B G : F S AR - (Adaptive Scale
Factor, ASF) F1 21 2541 ( Dynamic Mechanism , DM ). K45
il PR [ 52 SR 8 B, TR IE AU A BB A 44 4 EC-ASF.
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[F-EC —3-DBSCAN —3-~HDBSCAN —$#—DP —DPC-CE

¢~DEMOS —#~LGD —}-BP|

10? 1 w |

2000 3000 4000

I

5000
Kol Bt

I I I I

6000 7000 8000 9000 10 000

Ko izfrma g LA

FolR 1% BEAG T 5 2 i shaSHL]  oH] LR S A
5 RV % B A e 1R Pl kA R R rP AN R T
BBUWE R BEIE A EC-DM. BERRShAE BEAT
B ( Dynamic Density Estimation,, DDE) , B [E] Bt BB 14 1 3
AR RBHASHLR] . AERUE WE Ar4  EC-DDE. B
Jii s WL RS BR IR I S 1% (Erosion Strategy , ES) , H-H &
MU A A 248 EC-ES. $24 Bl BT iR B E e 2f
1% (Epsilon Radius, ER) , {45 BT IK B {48 — B8 R A BE
B BRUREE A4 O EC-ER. BJ5 BRI T R &
JEI4 (Local Density Peak , LDP) A3 SRR A O =, T
>R FH—Fh fe B 0 EDW A 40 e 7 =X, B e 12 i it 5
HAR T iy N 2B AR . 1B USR5k A4 4 EC-LDP.
FIr SR PR AE R 1Y 12 A4 B akrT T,
A HIUENL S EC /Y U B s — 2

THRALSE I AR ZE A 2R 5. R gl T ECH %
N H AR AE RS TE A0 12 2806 45 R P . A
SCHRSR R ART NMIAN F, = Fh 8 AR A TIFA

x5 HRELWHER

ik ARI AMI F,

EC 0.913 0.896 0.945
EC-ASF 0.892 0.866 0.913
EC-DM 0.873 0.853 0.924
EC-DDF 0.790 0.789 0.851
EC-ES 0.588 0.661 0.736
EC-ER 0.828 0.826 0.895
EC-LDP 0.616 0.702 0.814

LA K EC-DM EMERE T BRI, T T X
i EC-ASF .EC-ER , EC-DDE 1 EC-LDP, Ifif EC-ES %2
PERE T Fede ™ . LU TORHRIE A P RIS , B — i
BAMEUUS FILRITERE . IH RS IE T 3h A AL

Tk RIS LT H AT A A A A O R R 2
RN EE T Jry B 9% B e 1) 300 85 s o0 ey X34 T g 2 4
T TR R A R R SR R e
4.7 BEXW

R VA A b SR SIS B o W S T B R AR A E =
ZH A0 B MRS BN A L EAT TG SIS T = A
AN RV ST P 5000 4 - AT S [R) 9% B 1Y) Jain SIS 4 AFAE
X 30 & 1Y Hand] B85 48, DL SRR IR &2 2% 1 T8 %k
PAE . ARSI AE X AR LS AT AT LR
B i 5% W BENLIE R, 433 S5 A i ) £5 86 4 43l
fir 4 K Jain+ Hand+F1 T8+. EC 21 M T A7 % L35 4
e LR =B AR E kT TN, Sk e SR 3T
AN SRR — 3.

&7 R T T AR = R A AT AR Rk
S el AN [ B4 B b PR AN [R) 2 ) B, b 2
o [5) J Fe om W E RHE . I Ah , R 6 B T 8 P AL IR A R
KPP HE bR . 3 TR BUE 22 45 5 B2 X 1 48 Bk 1)
Aoy, A e R TR AR B R A SR R
SRS RS R B ) R+ e
BUF 1780107 0 B B m 2 A R B H e R L ML AR e 3
W2 AR R IE A TR T 2R AR, oA 381 1 RS

1E 8 FPA&r ,EC . DBSCAN .HDBSCAN & BP PUfhs:
BfE = BRSBTS R RE T . R DR
BiARne R X —fe ). BAKIMF , DBSCAN L AFE 1R
AT B I A e 7 g [l £ A A Ab P Jain+ B3R
SR, AR RHEE Ty RS2 A S . HDBSCAN
L bR T 3504348 4 X el A B , S B8O/ B
B SR HTEI MRS | BP SR RE S A M i 1R
s (EAT AR B BB Rl A2 T AR IR I
AE = A B AR T fem oy, IF HLAE Jain+ 54
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DBSCAN
£
£t
&7 HATMRFS (B AR 1y el AR
*6 HEGEAFBRFNEHEELHRNA
ik ARl | amt [ [ e ARL | amr [ R | e ARL | amt [ R |
Jain+ Handl+ T8+
EC 1 1 1 241 | 0975 | 0951 | 0983 | 3+1 | 0991 | 0981 | 0987 | s+1
DBSCAN | 0951 | 0906 | 0731 | 1+41 | 069 | 0639 | 0546 | o9+1 | 0928 | 0919 | 0885 | 23+
HDBSCAN | 0168 | 0344 | 0491 | 241 | 0354 | 0364 | 0503 141 | 0274 | 0547 | 0334 141
DP 0217 | 0373 | 0417 | 6+0 | 0809 | 0741 | 0737 | 16+0 | 0598 | 0760 | 0649 | 7240
DPC-CE | 0231 | 0495 | 0523 | 740 | 0692 | 0724 | 0562 | 2+0 | 0380 | 0677 | 0565 | 56+0
DEMOS 0877 | 0839 | 0683 | 2+0 | 0692 | 0724 | 0562 | 2+0 | 0814 | 0848 | 0780 | 1040
LGD 0067 | 0209 | 0449 | 2+0 | 0694 | 0725 | 0565 | 2+0 | 0822 | 0855 | 0600 | 540
BP 0345 | 0666 | 0854 | 5+1 | 0676 | 0799 | 0902 | 5+1 | 0377 | 0728 | 0.684 | 3441

S T A A BRSO, . D I A Ak B M R
BT A% = A

o ok

ey =A

AT TR | IS T T
RSB AR R s b, BEA b 2
Pef i AR AR . AL B T — R T AT kA
MR OB RS = B s e 1 BE % B A g )
R AN ASEIE SR T TR R WA 1 S
SRS , O P i 1SRRI . SRR ], A
BRI TR TERE BRI T 7 Fh LB X P ARk
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